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SUBJECT: County Use of Risk & Needs Assessment and Classification Tools

Attached is a survey regarding the county use of Risk & Needs Assessment and Classification
tools. The purpose of this survey is to gather more complete and current information about the
use of these tools across the state and to see which counties would be willing to participate in a
re-validation effort of the Wisconsin Delinquency Risk & Needs Assessment and Classification
tools. The formation of this survey was a joint effort by DJC and the Technical Advisory

Committee.

This information will be uséd both by the Division and by counties.

Please respond via email by November 7, 2008 to: Jocelyn Petersen at:
jocelyn.petersen(@wisconsin. gov .

cc: Rick Raemisch, Secretary, Department of Corrections
Amy Smith, Deputy Secretary, DOC
Ismael Ozanne, Executive Assistant, DOC
Silvia Jackson, Assistant Administrator, DOC/DJC
Reggie Bicha, Administrator, DCFS/DHEFS
Jill Chase, Bureau of Regulation and Licensing, DCFS/DHES
Diane Waller, Director, Area Administration, DES/DHFS
DES Area Administrators
DES Human Service Area Coordinators for Children and Families
Division of Juvenile Corrections Management staff
County Youth Aids contacts
Greg Van Rybroek, Mendota Juvenile Treatment Center
Court-attached juvenile court intake offices




Survey of County Use:
Delinquency Risk & Needs Assessment and Classification Tools

Please place an ‘X’ in the appropriate blank based on current practice in your county.

1) Does your county use a Delinquency Risk Assessment tool? __ Yes__ No (If no,
proceed to question 6)

2) Does your county use a Needs Assessment tool? Yes No

3} Please indicate the assessment and/or classification system used:

Revised WI Delinquency Risk Assessment {issued 1999
by the Division of Juvenile Corrections)

PACT (Positive Achievement Change Tool} by
Assessments.Com

JAIS (Juvenile Assessment and Intervention System} by NCCD
Youth Level of Service Inventory

Other (please list in space below):

4} Are the Risk and/or Needs Assessment tools automated and/or incorporated into your
agency's information system or WiSACWIS?
Yes (if yes, which one?) No
3) Does your agency collect outcome data such as: number of youth who scored out as

very high, high, medium, or low risk? Number of youth who showed treatment needs
in various areas such as AODA, Mental Health, education, etc?
___Yes ___No

6) How does your county use the information collected through the Delinquency Risk
andfor Needs Assessment system? Check all that apply.

Make decisions regarding detention of youth
Make decisions to refer youth to outside
service providers
Guide for determining out-of-home placement
decisions
Establish case treatment goals
Make recommendations to juvenile judge
Other (please list)




n

8)

9)

10)

County Name:
Name of person compieting the survey:
Phone Number:

E-Mail Address:

if your county is not using a Delinguency Risk Assessment tool, are you
considering implementing one? Yes (If yes, please specify which tool)
No

Do staff in your county need training on the use of the Wisconsin Delinquency Risk &
Need Classification systems? Yes No __ NA({don't use tools)

Any comments or suggestions about the use of Delinquency Risk/Need Assessment
tools? '

If the Division of Juvenile Corrections proceeds with the re-validation of the Wisconsin
Delinquency Risk & Need Classification tools, would your county be willing to
participate with the re-validation by providing case-specific data on risk assessment
scores? (If yes, would that data be provided through your automated system or

paper?)
_ Yes __ automated
_ No __ paper

Please return survey via email by November 7, 2008 to: Jocelyn Petersen at:

Jocelyn.Petersen@Wisconsin.gov




